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26F. Panel discussion for students, 
professionals on new career options 

       और      र          न    र र         र 

  न       

 The SRM 
Institute of Science 
and Technology 
(SRMIST), in 
collaboration with The 
Hindu, will organise a 

hybrid panel 
discussion series titled 
―Future Career 
Conversations‖ to 

support students and 
working professionals 
in making informed 
academic and career 
decisions. 

  सआर           

ऑफ स   स     

         (SRMIST), द 

   द             , ―   र 

  र र   स   ‖ 

         ए         

                 

            ,       

           औ         

                   औ  

                                                 

 The first webinar titled ―The Innovation Bridge: 
Universities as India‘s New R&D Powerhouses‖ will be 
held at 11.30 a.m. on February 28. 

              ―द  न    न    :    न  स              ‘     

आर           र   स  ‖          28 फर र     स    11.30 

                  ए    

 It will examine how universities are strengthening 
translational research and industry-led R&D to bridge the 
research-to-market gap and convert intellectual property 

to real-world impact. 

                       ए                         

    स   न   रस   औ      -न          आर                   

 रस  -  -                        औ        स  द            
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26F. Veteran Communist leader R. Nallakannu passes away at 101 

   र      नस   न    आर. न         101        आ       न न 

 R. Nallakannu, freedom fighter and a towering figure of the Communist movement, passed 
away in Chennai on Wednesday. 

 आर. न     ,               औ      न  आ द  न    ए          ,                      

             

 He was 101. 

    101            

 Fondly known as RNK in party circles, he chose to remain with the CPI when the Communist 
movement in India split in 1964 following the India-China war. 

                        RNK                                 1964      र -  न                   

                        स   आ                        

 Soft-spoken and affable, RNK embodied the values of sacrifice, idealism, and unwavering 
commitment to the Communist movement and social justice. 

          औ          RNK               औ                        , आद    द और 

                                  

 He shared with leaders such as Jeeva and K. Balathandayutham a love for the poems of 
poet Subramania Bharati and the hymns of the Azhwars, particularly Andal and 
Nammazhwar. 

             औ    .                                    स          र                  

आ   र  ,             आ     औ  न     र                                

Police torture 

     स    न  

 RNK was sentenced to life imprisonment in the Nellai conspiracy case, along with 
Balathandayutham, P. Manikkam, I. Mayandibharathi, and many others. 

 RNK    न    स              आ   न   र   स                   ,                  ,   . 

     , आ .        र   औ                  

 He spent many years underground during periods when the Communist Party was banned 
— first by the British, and later by the Congress government led by Jawaharlal Nehru. 

        न                    —                      औ             र    न             

          स सर  र      —                                  ए  

 He endured severe police brutality; he was unable to grow a moustache thereafter, as a 
police officer had singed his upper lip with a cigarette butt. 

                              ;                               ,       ए                    स र   

                                       

  ―I was actually upset that a dignified leader like him could not win the election,‖ wrote Mr. 
Radhakrishnan in a book on RNK, Aravazhvin Adayalam, published by The Hindu Tamil 
Thisai. 

 ―                                                                   ,‖    र      न    RNK    

           र     न       ,      द    द        दस                ,          

 Nallakannu won the Thagaisal Thamizhar award of the State government in 2022. 

           2022    र   सर  र       स      र   र  र       

 But he contributed the prize money ₹10 lakh to the Chief Minister Relief Fund along with his 
contribution of ₹5,0 

                          ₹10                र                      ,        ₹5,0         
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26F. Know your English 

   न            न  

 What is the meaning of 
―gonna‖? 

 ―gonna‖             ? 

 ―Gonna‖, ―wanna‖, and 
―gotta‖ are all examples of 
Americanisms. 

 ―Gonna‖, ―wanna‖, औ  ―gotta‖ 

    Americanisms (    र   

    )               

 Many Americans in their 
speech reduce ―going to‖, ―want 
to‖, and ―got to‖ to ―gonna‖, 
―wanna‖, and ―gotta‖ respectively. 

                           

―going to‖, ―want to‖, औ  ―got to‖ 

        ―gonna‖, ―wanna‖, औ  

―gotta‖                 

 The nal ―a‖ in all these 
words is pronounced like the ―a‖ 
in ―China‖. 

                      ―a‖    

      ―China‖    ―a‖        

              

 Although one uses 
―gonna‖ in informal styles of 

writing — comics, personal letters — it is not acceptable in formal writing. 

         ―gonna‖  न     र     न         —            औ             —            ,       

   औ    र     न                    

Why are some TV programmes called ―soaps‖? 

                      ―soaps‖                ? 

 ―Soap operas‖ or ―soaps‖, as they are sometimes called, existed even before television was 

invented. 

 ―Soap operas‖    ―soaps‖,                -               ,        न                      

          

 The original soaps were broadcast on the radio. 

     soaps          र                       

 These serials were broadcast in the afternoons on all weekdays and were targeted at 
housewives. 

                                                            औ                           ए 

         

 The companies that usually sponsored these programmes manufactured soaps and 
detergents! 

                                                     ,    स   न और                 ! 

How is the word ―alias‖ pronounced? 

 ―alias‖          र    स              ? 
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 An alias is a false name under which someone — usually a criminal — travels. 

 Alias ए       न                             —                र    —               

 It can also be used to refer to one‘s nickname. 

               न   (nickname)      ए                          

 What is the difference between ―envelope‖ and ―envelop‖? 

 ―envelope‖ और ―envelop‖          र   ? 

 

GS Paper 1: Society  

TOPICS COVERED   26 February 2026 

26F Officials to keep track of census data collection real time 

      र   न  न       स     र  र           न र र     
 

 

26F. Officials to keep track of census data 
collection real time 

      र   न  न       स     र  र           न र 

र     

 The field operations during the upcoming first-ever digital 
Population Census 2027 will be monitored real time on a portal 
by senior officials to ―oversee progress, identify gaps or delays, 
and ensure timely completion of activities in accordance with 
prescribed timelines,‖ the Registrar General and Census 
Commissioner of India (RG&CCI) has informed the States. 

                    नस     न  न  2027                     

                        ए            र                        ए   

     ―         न र न ,           द र         न और  न    र  

स  -स        न स र         स    र   र    न  स  न   ‖         

   ,       र     र     र  नर  और  न  न  आ    (RG&CCI)    

                        

 Mritunjay Kumar Narayan, RG&CCI, said that around 32 
lakh field functionaries will be deployed to carry out the ―task of 
national importance, covering the entire country within a 
prescribed time frame.‖ 

 RG&CCI             र न र                   32           

     र          ए   ए         ―र              स          न    र  

स  -स         र  द        र          स   ‖ 

 To effectively manage and monitor the various census-
related activities, a dedicated web-based portal – the Census 
Management and Monitoring System (CMMS) – has been 

developed, he said. 

                           -                                 औ  

             ए ए            -आ   र        –  न  न      न और 

 न र न        (CMMS)                     

 The first phase of the Census – houselisting operations (HLO), during which 33 questions 
regarding housing conditions, amenities etc. will be asked – is scheduled from April 1 to 
September 30 in all States and Union Territories. 

                    –    स        ऑ र   स (HLO),                         ,          

               33           ए    –           औ                      1      स  30  स   र    

             

 The second phase is population enumeration, when the demographic, socio-economic, 

cultural, and caste details are to be collected. 

            नस      न       ,                 ,        -     ,          औ          

              ए     ए   ए     
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 It will be conducted in February 2027. 

    फर र  2027                  ए    

 The communication to the States said that the ensuing Census 2027 will make extensive use 
of digital technology to enhance the quality, efficiency, and timeliness of data collection 

and dissemination. 

                ए                               न  न  2027              औ                , 

द    और स                  ए          न                        ए    

 For the first time in Census operations, ―working maps‖ shall be generated with the latest 
available satellite imagery to enable clear identification of habitations and settlements on the 

ground. 

                                                       ―         ‖         ए   ए         

               औ                                        

 
 

GS Paper 1: Geography 

TOPICS COVERED   26 February 2026 

26F Temperature spikes lead to change in El Nino labelling 

     न         स  El Nino             द            
 

26F. Temperature spikes lead to 
change in El Nino labelling 

     न         स  El Nino         

    द            
 Earth‘s average monthly 

temperature took a noticeable jump from 

the long-term upward trend connected to 
human-caused climate change in early 
2023, and that increase continued through 
2025. 

        औ              न 2023    

           न    न           र   न    

                                   औ  

        2025              

 Scientists have many theories 
about what‘s happening, including faster 
global warming, less pollution from 
ships, an underwater eruption, and 
increased solar output. 

                             ,           

         न,        स      द   , स       

न          औ         स र                

 In a new study in Nature 
Geoscience, Japanese researchers 

looked at how the difference in energy 
coming to and leaving the planet — called 
earth‘s energy imbalance — increased in 
2022. 

न  र     स   स                          

                               औ                         —                

 स    न             — 2022              

 An increased imbalance, or more trapped heat, then leads to warmer temperatures, 

scientists said. 

                     फ स                 न        ,                   
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 The researchers calculated that about three-quarters of the change in earth‘s energy 
imbalance can be attributed to the combination of long-term human-caused climate 
change and a shift from a three-year cooling La Nina cycle to a warm El Nino one. 

                                                             न-           द         

  न    न           र   न औ                   न न            न न                       

 El Nino is a cyclical and natural warming of patches of the equatorial Pacific that alters the 
world‘s weather patterns, while La Nina is marked by cooler waters. 

   न न                     स  र                                    स          ,         

न न                             

 El Ninos tend to increase global temperatures and La Ninas depress the long-term rise. 

   न न             न                  न न                      

 From 2020 to 2023, earth had an unusual ―triple dip‖ La Nina without an El Nino in 

between. 

2020 स  2023                       ―         ‖    न न              

 In a La Nina, warm water sticks to a deeper depth, resulting in a cooler surface. 

   न न                                                       

 And that reduces how much energy goes out into space, said Yu Kosaka, a climate scientist 
at the University of Tokyo. 

         र                                 ,                                स            

 She compared it to fever in humans: when temperature rises, more energy is emitted 
outward, and for three-year La Nina, it‘s the opposite. 

                         र            :                             र  न       , औ    न 

        न न                       

 About 23% of the energy imbalance driving recent higher temperatures comes from this 
unusually long La Nina pattern, with slightly more than half from burning coal, oil and gas, 

the study said. 

                                           23%              न न     औ              

     ,     और   स    न             

 The rest can be other factors. 

               र                   

GS Paper II: Polity,  

TOPICS COVERED   26 February 2026 

26F Balancing faith, dignity and constitutional rights 

आ  ,   र   और स      न       र          स    न 
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26F. Balancing faith, dignity and constitutional rights 

आ  ,   र   और स      न       र          स    न 

 When a five-judge Bench of the Supreme Court of India delivered its verdict, in 
September 2018, in Indian Young Lawyers Association vs State of Kerala, opening the 
doors of Kerala‘s Sabarimala temple to women of all ages, it provoked a range of 

reactions. 

     र     स                  -                     स   र 2018         न        स  

 स  स  न  न     र  र              र     स र         दर        स   आ                 

  ए                    ,                      ए           

 There were protests across the country, especially in Kerala, where many believed that the 
Court had overlooked and even disrespected religious creed. 

           र    द  न  ए,           र    ,                                               

आ                औ                   

 Others saw the verdict as transformative, outlining a vision that enlivened the Constitution. 

                          र   न  र      ,       स     न                         
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 Now, close to a decade later, the Court will hear final arguments on review petitions 

seeking to overturn the earlier verdict and the law it laid down. 

           द     द,                      औ                                   न     र 

                    स         

Opinion, dissent and turning point 

  ,  स     और     

 The original ruling was delivered through a 4:1 majority. 

          4:1                      

 There was an opinion from then Chief Justice Dipak Misra, joined by Justice A.M. 
Khanwilkar, with separate concurring opinions from Justices Rohinton Nariman and D.Y. 
Chandrachud, and a dissent from Justice Indu Malhotra. 

                   द                             .  .   न    र        ,      

         र     न नर  न औ    .   .                                        द           

               

 First, the Court ruled that the devotees of Lord Ayyappa did not constitute a separate 
religious denomination. 

    ,                      न                       स  द            

 Second, the bar on women aged 10 to 50 violated their freedom of religion. 

     , 10 स  50                                                                          

    

 Third, Rule 3(b) of the Kerala Hindu Places of Public Worship Rules, 1965 violated the 
Constitution and Section 3 of its parent law promising free temple access to all Hindus. 

     ,   र     द  स     न           न  , 1965      र  3(b)    स     न औ                 र  

3              ,                                                    

 In her dissent, Justice Indu Malhotra said fundamental rights must be harmonised and 
equality cannot override the collective right to practise faith according to customs. 

                          द                             र                     औ  

स  न                                                                                   

 She held that exclusion of women of a certain age was an essential religious practice. 

               ए                                 ए  आ                   

 The Constitution recognises both individual freedom of religion and the rights of religious 
denominations, subject to public order, morality and health. 

                            औ         स  द                                     ,        

    , न       और                 

 Balancing communitarian interests with individual conscience has long challenged 
jurisprudence. 

स   द           औ           र                                                ए        

        

 The Court has used the essential religious practice test, examining whether a practice is 

essential to a religion. 

          आ                र                 ,                                         

  ए                  

 This has allowed the Court to determine where the state may intervene and which practices 
deserve constitutional protection. 

                                      र                    औ     -      ए  स      न  

स र              

 For example, in Sastri Yagnapurushadji vs Muldas Bhudardas Vaishya (1966), CJI P.B. 
Gajendragadkar deduced what was essential to the followers of the Swaminarayan sect 
through selective references to Hindu texts without asking what the conscience of the 

followers dictated. 

            ए, Sastri Yagnapurushadji  न   Muldas Bhudardas Vaishya (1966)        

          .  .        र        न र    स  द                      ए           ,       द  

                                       ,                                                   
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 He concluded that the ―genesis of the suit…is founded on superstition, ignorance and 
complete misunderstanding of the true teachings of Hindu religion‖. 

                                             स,    न   और         फ                , 

      द                                

 A court sitting as a moral arbiter on religion ought to be anathema to secularism. 

       न      न                               नर                    

 Therefore, the need to depart from the essential religious practices test ought to be beyond 

doubt. 

    ए आ                र                                   

 As Justice Chandrachud wrote in Indian Young Lawyers Association, protecting the 
autonomy of religions enhances the liberal values of the Constitution, and by entering 
doctrinal issues the Court adopts a religious mantle. 

                                न        स   स  स  न        ,                      स     न 

    द र                      , औ                                   ए         आ र       

         

 The test suffers from practical limitations as it requires factual findings without oral evidence 
or cross examination. 

                                                   स        र                      

                 

 It also does not offer a clear solution when an essential practice undermines the dignity of 
individuals. 

                                                   र                      

On an ‗anti-exclusion test‘ 

‗    -     न  र   ‘  र 

 Justice Chandrachud proposed an ―anti-exclusion test‖ allowing deference to religious 
groups while ensuring that exclusion impairing dignity or access to basic goods must yield 
to the values of a liberal constitution. 

                   ―    -     न  र   ‖            ,                                 ,       

                र                  र                  द र स     न                           

    

 At a doctrinal level, the test may replicate some difficulties of the essential practices doctrine. 

                                                                                 

 To determine whether exclusion impairs dignity, a court must engage with the meaning and 
purpose of the practice. 

                ए                                          ,                         औ  

                    

 Such inquiry may impact the normative content of faith, but remains grounded in 
constitutional terms rather than theological ones. 

         आ                                  ,          स      न  आ  र                ,   

           स           

A crucial distinction 

              र 

 In other words, the anti-exclusion test does not ask whether a practice is essential to 
religion; it asks whether the consequences of a practice are compatible with the 
Constitution‘s guarantees of equal treatment and protection. 

             ,     -     न  र                                        आ              ;    

                             स     न   र  स  न     र और स र        र                   

      

 This distinction is crucial. 
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 Under the essential religious practices test, constitutional protection turns on whether a 
court sees a practice as critical to the exercise of faith. 

आ                र                                                                  

   आ                ए                        

 By contrast, under the anti-exclusion test a court accepts the autonomy of religious 
groups to define their own tenets. 

           ,     -     न  र                         स                              

                                 

 It only intervenes to ensure that the exercise of that liberty does not lead to a systematic 
exclusion of individuals from places or benefits integral to a life of dignity. 

                                                          र                ए      

                             र            ए  

 When the nine-judge Bench begins its hearings, it will reflect on the broader architecture of 
India‘s religious freedom clauses. 

   न -                                 ,                                  न           

                       

 Its principles will impact not only the Sabarimala dispute but also controversies involving the 
Dawoodi Bohra community and Parsi women practising the Zoroastrian faith after 

marrying outside the religion. 

                 स र          द             द  द     र  स  द                        औ  

                                रस                 र     न आ                               

              

 As the framers of the Constitution recognised, religion and social life are inextricably 
connected in India. 

        स     न  न                     ,             औ                       स           

 Courts cannot remain indifferent to the real-life consequences of religious practice. 

                                 न      र                                       

 The anti-exclusion test acknowledges that faith must remain autonomous, but its outward 
exercise must align with the Constitution‘s commitment to equal moral membership. 

    -     न  र                                             ,                    

स  न न     सद                                  

 If the individual remains the basic unit of constitutional concern, communitarian claims 
cannot override a person‘s right to access spaces shaping civic life. 

                                      ,    स   द     द                न   र     न    

                                                             

 By placing dignity at the heart of the inquiry, the anti-exclusion test protects belief without 
licensing discrimination, remaining true to the Constitution‘s transformative promise. 

                 र          , ए   -ए            आ                       द             

         , औ                       र   न  र    द                      

 
 

GS Paper II: Governance, 

TOPICS COVERED   26 February 2026 

26F NCERT issues apology for ‗unsuitable material‘ 

  नस  आर   न  ‗ न      स    ‘          फ    र     

26F SC takes suo motu case over NCERT corruption remark 

 नस  आर           र स             र स          न      स   न      

26F NCERT apologises for ‗inappropriate textual material‘ 

  नस  आर   न  ‗ न         स    ‘          फ        

26F Bill to replace UGC, AICTE is with Ministries, says govt. 

    स ,  आ स         द न                            स   , सर  र न      
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26F. NCERT issues apology for ‗unsuitable material‘ 

  नस  आर   न  ‗ न      स    ‘          फ    र     

 Hours after the Supreme Court registered a suo motu case on 
Wednesday over the inclusion of a section on ―corruption‖ in the judiciary in the 
National Council for Education Research and Training‘s (NCERT‘s) newest 
Social Science textbook for Class 8, the NCERT issued a statement apologising 
for the ―inappropriate textual material‖. 

           स                            ―     र‖            ए         र            

 न स   न और         र द ( नस  आर  )        8    न  न   स           न 

                      ए             स   न (स       )             ए         

                , ए            ― न         स    ‖      ए              ए ए       

           

 Justice Bagchi indicated that the mention in the school book affected 
Constitutional integrity and impacted the principle of separation of powers, a 
fundamental part of the Basic Structure Doctrine. 

                                                               स      न         

                  औ                र                           ,        स र न  

 स        ए                 

 The chapter ‗The Role of the Judiciary in Our Society‘ in a Class 8 
Social Science book prescribed by NCERT mentions that corruption, a massive 
backlog of cases, and a lack of adequate number of judges were among the 

―challenges‖ faced by the judicial system. 

  

26F. Bill to replace UGC, AICTE is 
with Ministries, says govt. 

    स ,  आ स         द न       

                     स   , सर  र न  

    

 The draft Viksit Bharat Shiksha 
Adhishthan (VBSA) Bill, 2025, to overhaul the 
higher education regulatory framework in 
India, was circulated among 39 Union 
Ministries and departments as part of inter-
ministerial consultations, the government 
has informed the Joint Parliamentary 
Committee (JPC) looking into the Bill, The 

Hindu has learnt. 

                 न                         

     ए           स    र            न 

(VBSA)       , 2025             र-        

 र            39                और            

                  ,                            

       स     स सद   स     (JPC)          

       ,                      

 The Bill proposes the setting up of a 
12-member umbrella commission – the 
Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan – to 
replace the University Grants Commission 
(UGC), the All India Council for Technical 
Education (AICTE), and the National Council 

for Teacher Education (NCTE). 

          12 सद       आ    —     स    र            न —                       
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  ,               न द न आ    (UGC),        र      न           र द (AICTE) औ  

र                    र द (NCTE)              

 Unlike the UGC, the new commission will not have the power to disburse grants. 

    स           ,  ए              न द न     र   रन                    

 The Bill hands over the funding power to ―mechanisms devised by the Ministry of 
Education‖. 

                      ―              र      स       ‖               

 The Bill intends to subsume the UGC, AICTE, and NCTE, by repealing the laws under which 

these bodies were set up. 

           स ,  आ स     और  नस                                                      

                       

 The commission will include separate regulatory standards and accreditation councils. 

           -     न       न  औ          र द               

 The VBSA Bill was introduced by Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan in 
Parliament in December 2025, even as MPs from across Opposition parties opposed it. 

VBSA                                   न     दस  र 2025                    ,            

द                                   

 They said the Bill represented ―executive overreach‖, subjected higher educational institutes 
to ―pervasive executive control, graded autonomy, intrusive compliance requirements, 
severe penalties, and closure powers‖; and went against the principles of federalism. 

                          ―                 ‖             ,                    ―     

      र   न    ,              , द    र   न    न आ       ,    र द   और   द 

 रन           ‖                ; औ  स    द                         

 The government, in its communication to the panel, explained the rationale behind separating 
the grant of disbursal powers from the regulatory authority, saying that this was needed 
to remove potential conflict of interest, and to ensure transparency. 

                                                    ए                न द न    र               

 न          र                                    ,          ए                          

  र            औ    रद                                 

 
 

GS Paper II: International Relations 

TOPICS COVERED   26 February 2026 

26F India ‗stands firmly‘ with Israel, Modi says in address to Knesset 

  र    र       स   ‗     स        ‘,   न        स    न      द  न      
26F Treaty on Chagos deal paused for holding discussions with U.S. govt., says U.K. Minister 

     स स       र स           र   सर  र    स               र       ,   .  .      न      

26F EU seeks to cut Russia dependence; Hungary, Slovakia have other plans 

      स  र  न  र       रन          ;    र  और                    न       
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26F. India ‗stands firmly‘ with Israel, Modi says in address to Knesset 

   र    र       स   ‗     स        ‘,   न        स    न      द  न      

 Prime Minister addresses Israeli parliament as he begins a visit to the West Asian country; 
Modi says he supports the Gaza Peace Initiative and adds that India has an uncompromising 
policy of zero tolerance for terrorism, with no double standards. 

               ए                                                             ;              

                                     औ                      आ     द            स       

               ,                                 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in his address to the Knesset on Wednesday, extended a firm 
hand of friendship to Israel and condemned the Hamas attack on October 7, 2023 as a 
―barbaric terrorist attack‖. 

          नर     द                                                                         औ  

7      , 2023     ए    स         ―   र आ         ‖        

 Speaking at the Israeli parliament, the Prime Minister supported the Gaza Peace Initiative 
saying it was necessary to ―sustain‖ the process of peace building in the region. 

                        ए                                         औ                      

                   ―     र न ‖          

 ―The Gaza Peace Initiative that was endorsed by the UN Security Council offers a pathway. 

 ―स     र    स र     र द                           ए                     

 India has expressed its firm support... 

                          स   न           ... 
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 We believe that it holds the promise of a just and durable peace for all the people of the 
region, including by addressing the Palestine issue,‖ he said. 

                         न                       ए                       ए    स    और 

                          ,‖             

 Mr. Modi said India and Israel were working to enhance bilateral relations across sectors such 
as water management, agriculture, and talent partnership, adding that he had discussed ―key 
developments‖ in the region with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. 

                        औ                न,      औ        स   द र                       

                                      , औ                                न न                 

   ―          न     ‖                

 ―I also carry with me the deepest condolences of the people of India for every life lost and for 
every family whose world was shattered in the barbaric terrorist attack by Hamas on October 
7,‖ said Mr. Modi, adding that India stands with Israel ―firmly, with full conviction‖. 

 ―   7                      ए  ए                                     औ                  

  ए,                    ,                    र  स   दन                  ,‖                औ  

                           ―  र      स    स        स ‖         

 Mr. Modi reminded the members of the Knesset about India‘s own struggle against terrorism 
and cited the 26/11 terror attack in Mumbai that killed citizens of India as well as multiple 
other countries, including Israel. 

                                                                                 औ           

26/11 आ                      ,                  -                                      

      ए     

 ―Like you, we have a consistent and uncompromising policy of zero tolerance for terrorism, 
with no double standard,‖ he said. 

 ―        ,                             स          स स    और      न      ,           

                    ,‖             

 Mr. Modi said India had supported Israel‘s attempts to build friendly ties with the countries in 
West Asia and North Africa and said Israeli moves to build relationships with Arab countries 
under the Abraham Accords showed ―courage and vision‖. 

                                ए     औ                                                     

                                  औ               स                                     

                     ―स  स और द रद     ‖               

 ―Since then, the situation has changed significantly. 

 ―             फ   द           

 The path is even more challenging. 

         औ       न                   

 Yet it is important to sustain that hope,‖ he said. 

           आ       न   र न            ,‖             

 Mr. Modi referred to India‘s ties with the Jewish community as rooted in ancient trade and 
movement of people, and said there is ―great admiration of Israel‘s resolve, courage and 
achievements‖ in India. 

                                                  न     र और          आ                      

औ                           ―   स   , स  स और         ‖                      

 He also talked about the absence of discrimination against the Jewish community in India and 
specifically referred to the Jewish communities in Kerala, Kolkata and Mumbai. 

                                       द                         औ                र , 

        और                                      

 Mr. Modi said India is committed to expanding trade with Israel and informed that both sides 
are working on it through ―cross-border financial linkages‖ using ―Digital Public Infrastructure‖. 

                                          र     र      ए          औ                    

―                   र‖                ए ―स     र       स    ‖                      

           

 He said the two sides are also working on an ambitious Free Trade Agreement. 

                        ए                    र स                           
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 Earlier, Mr. Netanyahu said Mr. Modi ―did not flinch‖ and that under his leadership, India 
provided support to Israel in the challenging times over the recent past. 

          ,    न                        ―     न   ‖ औ                                           

                      

 ―You stood for Israel. 

 ―               ए          

 You stood for the Jews. 

       द         ए          

 Thank you,‖ said Mr. Netanyahu. 

      ,‖                   

 

26F. Treaty on Chagos deal paused for holding discussions with U.S. govt., 

says U.K. Minister 

     स स       र स           र   सर  र    स               र       ,   .  .      न  

    

 A bill operationalising a U.K.-Mauritius treaty — which recognises the sovereignty of Mauritius 
over the Chagos Archipelago — is currently on hold in the British Parliament while London 

holds discussions with Washington. 

               स    स                                    .  .-  र  स स                      

ए                      स सद                   ,                                           

 The Indian Ocean islands are home to Diego Garcia, which houses a joint U.K.-U.S. military 
base. 

                                 स            ,      ए          .  .-  . स. स               

 The treaty, signed in May 2025, would transfer sovereignty over the archipelago to Mauritius, 
while the U.K. would be given a 99-year lease for Diego Garcia and pay Mauritius an average 
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annual amount of GBP 101 million. 

    2025                                                          ,        .  .      ए   

             ए 99                   औ               औ    GBP 101      न               

       

 The treaty, negotiated over 11 rounds between Mauritius and the former Conservative U.K. 
government, has come into question after U.S. President Donald Trump, who had earlier 

backed the treaty, changed his position and publicly called for it to be reconsidered in recent 
weeks. 

        औ                   .  .              11 द र                               ,     र   

र         न                                   औ                                               

                           

  ―There is no basis, historically, culturally, for Mauritius to have a claim on those islands, and 
the Maldives are upset for two reasons,‖ Mr Farage said. 

 ―                                                                              , औ  

   द                        ,‖                  

 The first reason was the decades-long stability in the region. 

                                             

 Maldives is about to loadge a complain in ICJ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

26F. EU seeks to cut Russia dependence; Hungary, Slovakia have other plans 

      स  र  न  र       रन          ;    र  और                    न       
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 Hungary and Slovakia remain heavily reliant on Russian oil, with reports arguing this 
dependence is a political choice rather than a necessity; as the EU reduces Russian gas, oil 
imports, the stand-off shows the political and economic hurdles complicating the bloc‘s 

roadmap to energy independence. 

       औ            स                               ए   , औ                                 

               ए  र  न            ;     -                 औ                     ,    

                                                              र  न     और आ     

                     

 Ukraine is, again, under pressure from two neighbouring EU members — Hungary and 
Slovakia. 

       ए                             —    र  और          —                

 While Hungary has threatened to block a €90-billion EU loan for the war-torn country, 
Slovakia has warned it would halt emergency electricity supplies. 

                              ए €90  र         ऋ                        ,                  

आ       न       आ                              

 At the core of both tensions lies the Druzhba pipeline, one of the longest pipelines 

connecting Russia to various parts of Eastern and Central Europe. 

                                     न   ,               औ                                     

                           ए      

 The flows from the Druzhba pipeline were halted last month, with Ukraine reasoning that a 
Russian drone attack had damaged the infrastructure. 

                                                  , औ                        स     न         

                                

 However, Hungary and Slovakia allege that Ukraine is deliberately delaying the pipeline‘s 
resumption for political reasons. 

        ,       औ                               र  न       र                            

                         

 But why are Hungary and Slovakia still heavily reliant on Russian oil via the Druzhba pipeline, 
especially when the EU has been trying to reduce its dependence on Russia? 

                                                           ,             औ           

                                                           ? 

 Russia‘s invasion of Ukraine and the energy crisis that followed in Europe revealed the 

bloc‘s high levels of dependence on Russian fuels. 

                     औ                             स                               

                       

 In the Versailles Declaration of March 2022, EU leaders agreed to phase out dependence 

on Russian gas, oil and coal. 

      2022     स            ,                      ,     औ                                  

                            

 They agreed to the REPowerEU plan to implement a variety of measures, including boosting 
renewable investments, reducing demand for gas and finding alternative sources. 

        REPowerEU    न             ,                           ,                   औ  

                            

 In the following months, however, exceptional temporary derogations (exemptions) were 

provided to Hungary, Slovakia, Czechia and Bulgaria, allowing them to import Russian oil. 

                                    ,         ,        औ                                

(  र    न)      ,                               

 This was supposed to give landlocked states like Hungary and Slovakia additional time to 
reduce reliance on Russian energy. 

                 औ                                                               ए 

                    

 Almost four years later, Hungary and Slovakia remain the only EU countries that are heavily 
reliant on Russian oil. 

                           औ                               ए                              
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 But this reliance stems more from political and economic reasons. 

                        र  न     और आ       र                

Energy or politics? 

         र  न   ? 

 A recent report by the Centre for the Study of Democracy (CSD) argued that Hungary‘s 

continued imports of Russian oil are a political choice and not a necessity. 

 स  र फ र द     ऑफ       स  (CSD)    ए                                                     

            ए                  ,              

 The report, titled ‗Cutting the Chord‘, concluded, ―Despite full access to alternative supply 

routes and refineries capable of processing non-Russian crude, Hungary has deepened its 
dependence on Russian oil.‖ 

 ‗      द     ‘                                  , ―   -                                   

                   औ                                    ,                                  औ  

          ‖ 

 Data from the Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Air show that Russian crude 
accounted for 87% of Hungary and Slovakia‘s crude oil imports in 2024. 

 स  र फ र  रस   ऑन  न         न   र                    , 2024          औ              

                87%                     

 Hungarian PM Viktor Orban, ahead of a visit to Moscow in November last year, stated that 

the trip was intended to ―ensure Hungary‘s energy supply is secured for the winter and the 
following year at an affordable price‖. 

                      र ऑ  न                                                           ―        

औ                ए                         स                      ‖                

 But Russia is not their only option to ensure supply security and affordable fuel prices. 

                    औ                                   ए            ए                   

 Firstly, both Hungary and Slovakia have alternative pipelines that transport non-Russian 

crude. 

     ,       औ                           -                                          न      

 The Adria pipeline supplies non-Russian crude oil to Hungary directly and to Slovakia 

through an interconnection where the Adria feeds into the southern part of the Druzhba 
pipeline. 

               न               औ  ए                                      -            

              ,      ए                                                

 Secondly, Hungary claims that ending Russian oil would lead to higher fuel prices. 

      ,                                             न                 

 The CSD‘s report highlighted that Bulgaria, which terminated its derogation in 2024, 
transitioned away from Russian oil without price shocks. 

 CSD                            र  ,       2024                    ,                     

                        

Strategic divide 

 र न          न 

 Infrastructure and economic reasons aside, Hungary and Slovakia‘s continued dependence 
on Russia stems from their cordial ties with Mr. Putin. 

                औ                     ,       औ                                            न 

   स   स   द      स                    

 While Hungary and Slovakia remain coupled in Russian trade, the EU has slowly moved 
away from Russia. 

            औ                              ए   ,            र -  र   स स  द र  आ     

 The Druzhba pipeline is only the tip of the iceberg. 

                                सर      
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 The latest tensions reflect a much larger issue — the political and economic hurdles in the 
EU‘s roadmap to secure energy independence from Russia. 

             ए                             —                                                  

      र  न     और आ             

 

GS Paper III: Economy,  

TOPICS COVERED   26 February 2026 

26F U.S. slaps 126% levy on Indian solar imports 

     र   न    र    स र आ     र 126%           
 
 
 
 

 
 

26F. U.S. slaps 126% levy on 

Indian solar imports 

     र   न    र    स र आ     र 

126%           

 Tariffs were slapped on India, 
Indonesia and Laos following an 
ongoing probe; In FY23, India exported 
$1 billion worth photovoltaics to the 

U.S. 

                      र ,     न      और 

   स                 ;         23    

                   1  र     र    

                    ए  

 The Trump administration 
slapped a 126% levy on solar cell 
imports from India following a 
‗preliminary‘ determination that 
subsidised exports from Indian firms 
were hurting the competitiveness of U.S. 
solar firms and contravened World 
Trade Organization agreements on 

subsidies. 

         सन            स  र स   आ    

   126%          , ए  ‗  र    ‘ 

                                        

     स          न         र   स र 

    न                             

             औ          र स   न    

                                     

    

 The tariffs were collectively 
imposed on February 24 on India, 
Indonesia and Laos following a probe 
by the U.S. Department of Commerce 
on a complaint by the Alliance for 
American Solar Manufacturing and 
Trade, a coalition of leading U.S. solar 

firms. 
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 24 फर र       र ,     न      और    स                         ए  ए,            

    र                         स फ र     र न स  र     फ   र                            

                 ,                                            

 The Hindu didn‘t receive comments from the firms as of press time. 

            द    द                                      

 However, given the U.S. is the biggest export destination for solar parts, Indian exports 
could likely be ‗impacted.‘ 

        ,               स र    र           स स       न            ,     ए                  

‗    ‘             

 The U.S. The Commerce Department is conducting a concurrent anti-dumping duty probe 
of solar cells from India, Indonesia and Laos. 

     र                 र ,     न      और    स                             -           

                

 According to data cited by U.S. authorities, Indian firms in 2022 exported 232 mega watts 
(MW) worth of solar cells which rose to 2049 MW in 2023 and 2297 MW in 2024. 

     र         र                                ,                    2022    232         (MW) 

                  ए,    2023    2049 MW औ  2024    2297 MW     ए  

 In 2022-23 $1,000 million worth of photovoltaics were exported and that rose to $1,939.92 
million in 2023-24. 

 2022-23    1,000      न    र                        ए  ए,    2023-24         1,939.92 

     न    र     ए  

 Exports stood at $954 million in April-December 2025. 

     - दस  र 2025           954      न    र      

GS Paper III: S&T, 

TOPICS COVERED   26 February 2026 

26F Loose connection made satellite miss orbit: panel 

       न  न      र              न         स  : स     

26F Decolonising and de-Nobelising science 

    न       न   -     र  और न    -               

26F How are Indian firms training LLMs? 

  र        न    LLMs      स          र र     ? 
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26F. Loose 
connection made 

satellite miss orbit: 
panel 

       न  न      र  

            न         

स  : स     

 After nearly a 
year‘s delay, the Indian 
Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) made 

public the report of a 
committee constituted to 
analyse why the NVS-02 
satellite, which was 
launched aboard a GSLV 
rocket on January 29 last 

year, could not be placed in 
its intended orbit. 

      ए                    , 

  र        र   न स   न 

स   न ( सर )             

                     ,      

                    ए 

                    NVS-

02     ,                29 

 न र     GSLV र        

                          , 

                                        

 The apex committee, as it is called, concluded that the main reason for what happened was 
that the signal meant to activate a key valve in the engine‘s oxidiser line never reached it. 

                            ,                                                           

                 ए                             ए                                        

 This valve is crucial for firing the engine to raise the spacecraft‘s orbit. 

                                     ए                                   

Faulty connection 

 द        न  न 

 The committee said the most likely explanation was that at least one connection in the 
electrical connector — in both the primary and back-up lines — came loose or failed, 
preventing the signal from getting through. 

                                                             —        औ     -         

          —          ए                                  ,                              

 NVS-02, the second spacecraft in the NVS series, was placed successfully into an ‗elliptical 
transfer‘ orbit on January 29, 2025 at 00:53 UT but its subsequent transfer to a circular orbit 

was unsuccessful. 

 NVS-02,    NVS                              ,    29  न र  2025    00:53         

           ‗द             सफर‘                         ,                                   

                         

 This was also a special occasion being the 100th launch from the Sriharikota launchpad. 

        र              स  100                          ए                 

 The spacecraft was separated from the launch vehicle (GSLV-F15) following which a series 

of autonomous activities on the satellite were carried out, including deploying the solar panel 
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and stabilising the orientation for power generation. 

                         (GSLV-F15)                ,                                   

   ए                   ,                         औ                  ए                 

               

 The NVS-02 was to be the second satellite in the NVS series, and part of India‘s Navigation 
with Indian Constellation (NavIC). 

 NVS-02, NVS                              औ          न      न   द      न        न 

(NavIC)             

 The committee, an ISRO statement said, gave a set of recommendations to ―enhance‖ the 
redundancy and reliability of pyro system operations for future missions. 

  सर     ए                                                    ए    र   स   स    न    

          औ               ―   न ‖                   ए             

 These were ―successfully implemented in CMS-03 spacecraft launched on November 2, 
2025 by LVM-3 M5, and the pyro systems performed satisfactorily placing the satellite in the 

intended orbit.‖ 

     LVM-3 M5      2 न   र 2025           CMS-03     र    न    ―सफ                   

   ‖, औ                                     ए                                          

 The CMS-03, or GSAT-7R, is an indigenously designed and developed satellite, weighing 
approximately 4,400 kg — India‘s heaviest communication satellite — and is critical to the 
Navy‘s space-based communications and maritime domain awareness. 

 CMS-03,    GSAT-7R,                    औ                         ,                

4,400            —         स स    र  स   र      — औ     न स न         र -आ   र  

स   र       और स                      ए                  

 The Hindu reported this week that a committee that includes K. Vijayraghavan, former 
Principal Scientific Adviser, and S. Somanath, former Chairman, ISRO, will probe ―systemic 
issues‖ underlying the successive failures of ISRO‘s Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle 
(PSLV). 

 द    द                            ए       ,                                   .      र   न 

औ   सर               स. स  न           ,            र स                 (PSLV)    

                              ―             ‖                
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26F. Decolonising and de-Nobelising science 

    न       न   -     र  और न    -               

 Every February 28, India celebrates National Science Day to commemorate C.V. Raman‘s 
announcement of the Raman effect in 1928, a discovery that won him the Nobel Prize in 
Physics in 1930. 

   28 फर र ,      र          न  द स         ,    स .  . र न      1928    र न               

             ,         ए     1930              न       र  र       
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  ‗National Science Day‘ and ‗Nobel Prize‘ organise India‘s public imagination of science. 

‗र          न  द स‘ औ  ‗न       र  र‘                                                   

    

 We mark a date narrated with a ―world-class discovery‖ rather than one where a public 
hospital improved maternal outcomes. 

                                 ―           ‖                      ,                   

                                                    

 Decolonising science must include the need to de-Nobelise how the state valorises science. 

                                             ए                      न    -             

        ,            ए  

 The state must stop treating external prestige as proof of scientific worth and expand 
legitimate scientific actors and sites. 

                                                             ए औ                       

                       ए  

 The word has entered managerial talk as a synonym for frugal innovation. 

                             न    र                     

 On National Science Day, innovation becomes a packaged synonym for ingenuity, tailored 

for elite and global management culture. 

र          न  द स                                                ,           औ              

                    

 Sekhsaria asks what words farmers, fishers and craftspeople use for their inventiveness. 

                          ,        औ                             ए                     

    

 This shifts attention from elite prestige markers to practical knowledge vocabularies. 

                                                                                  

 The state glosses ‗poromboke‘ as wasteland, or land not generating revenue. 

    ‗        ‘                                                                  

 She also remarks on how the word has become a pejorative in common Tamil speech, 
meaning ‗good for nothing‘. 

                                              न  र                           ,           

‗  स         न   ‘          

 When the state declares a landscape to be disposable, the people who depend on it become 

easier to declare disposable as well. 

              -                       ,                                                

            

 In the same way, some kinds of inquiry are called ‗national science‘ while others are 
rendered ‗routine work‘ or ‗local practice‘. 

                             ‗र          न‘                        ‗स         ‘    

‗  न      स‘                   

 Raman‘s story is inseparable from laboratory infrastructure; he announced the Raman effect 
at the Indian Association for the Cultivation of Science in Calcutta. 

र न                                    ;                      न  स  स  न फ र द 

      न ऑफ स   स    र न                      

 India must ask how recognition is produced through discoveries, papers, and institutions 

that sort labour into celebrated and hidden. 

                  ए               ,         औ     स   न                                    

     औ                        

 National Science Day should not reproduce a Nobel-shaped story of genius and external 
validation. 

र          न  द स          औ                      -                                 ए  

 It should become a day to discuss what counts as science, including work of technicians, 

field staff, nurses, lab attendants, and data collectors. 

                     ए                      न      ,               ,        ,    ,     

      औ                                     
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 Their labour is essential to produce new knowledge but is rarely commemorated. 

         ए   न                ए        ,                                           

 

 

 
26F. How are Indian firms training LLMs? 

  र        न    LLMs      स          र र     ? 

AI Impact Summit — Sarvam AI LLM Release 

 आ       स    — स     आ           र  

 At the AI Impact Summit, Bengaluru-based startup Sarvam AI released two Large 
Language Models (LLMs), the foundation for AI systems powering services like Google 
Gemini and OpenAI ChatGPT. 

ए                                  स     आ     द                  (LLMs)        ए,    

Google Gemini औ  OpenAI ChatGPT      ए                    

 The two models were trained on 35 billion and 105 billion parameters, were less power- 
and compute-intensive, and showed improvements in Indian languages, said co-founder 
Pratyush Kumar. 

                   35      न औ  105      न   र    र                   ,            और 

     -     स     औ    र                                ,   -                र         

How are LLMs trained? 

         स                ? 
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 LLMs are trained and operated on clusters of Graphics Processing Units (GPUs). 

ए ए ए        फ    स  स      न  (GPU)                  औ                        

 The combined cost of GPUs and electricity to train a model runs into millions of dollars. 

                         ए GPU और                          न    र               

 Training data is largely scraped from the Internet, where English, European and East 
Asian languages are more represented than Indian languages. 

                    रन                  ,            ,   र     और                      र    

                         

 This creates a twofold challenge for training LLMs in India with Indian capital. 

                             ए ए ए             ए द  र    न                  

 With scarce data, many LLMs perform worse in Indian languages or use more tokens 

translating into English and back. 

                   ए ए ए    र                                                       ए 

        न              

 Despite advances in machine translation, it remains the gold standard for many LLMs. 

   न  न   द                         ए ए ए       ए                      

 Scarce capital makes it difficult for Indian firms to train LLMs for Indian users, especially 
without a clear business use case. 

                                      ए                         ए ए ए               , 

               स                 

 Using translations as a fulcrum can challenge developers using local LLMs like Sarvam‘s 35-
billion-parameter model, demonstrated on a feature phone. 

                           ए ए ए       स       35-     न   र    र           ए           

       ,      फ  र फ न                     

 Suboptimal performance in Indian languages can impact adoption and quality of 
performance. 

  र                            न न  औ   द  न                                 

Has there been government support? 

   सर  र    स   न र     ? 

 The IndiaAI Mission has subsidised training in India by commissioning over 36,000 GPUs in 
data centres run by firms like Yotta, enabling researchers and startups to run workloads at a 

nominal fee. 

IndiaAI Mission                                , 36,000 स       GPU    Yotta      

                                   ,               औ                                    

 The government provided Sarvam access to 4,096 GPUs from its common compute cluster, 
with subsidy estimated at nearly ₹100 crore. 

         स                              4,096 GPU         ए,                  

₹100  र               

 The bill of materials for this cluster is ₹246 crore, though these GPUs can continue to be 

used by others. 

                   ₹246  र     ,            GPU                          ए             

 The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology encouraged domestic LLM 
development, believing foreign LLMs may not develop strong capabilities for Indian 
languages. 

       न  और स  न                           LLM                    ,              LLM 

  र                                              

 Encouraging talent capable of training LLMs is seen as vital for building the Indian AI 
ecosystem. 

LLM                                    र     आ      स                  ए              

        

 Sarvam‘s release of two models marks a significant step in India‘s effort to build a powerful 
and cost-effective LLM. 
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                                            औ               LLM                        

        

 When China‘s DeepSeek developed its R1 LLM, the industry adopted its cost-saving 

techniques for training and inference. 

          DeepSeek    R1 LLM            ,                  औ                      

                     

 The government aims to create a similar cost advantage. 

                                             

 Sarvam said the model was trained ―from scratch‖ and would be open source. 

                    ―   आ  स ‖                 औ        न स स          ए    

 Though available on the Indus app, it is not on platforms like Hugging Face, limiting external 

scrutiny. 

           Indus              ,    Hugging Face                        ,                  

               

What is the MoE architecture? 

MoE आ      र      ? 

 The Mixture of Experts (MoE) architecture is a breakthrough enabling efficient local AI 

models. 

Mixture of Experts (MoE)                ए                                        

         

 Earlier LLMs activated all parameters, making inference expensive. 

     LLM       र    र स           ,                             

 MoE activates only a fraction of parameters, improving speed and reducing computing 
needs. 

MoE            र    र स           ,                   औ                              

 Even 105 billion parameters is smaller than frontier global models, and Sarvam focuses on 
accuracy, efficiency and Indian alignment. 

105      न   र    र                           , औ       स     , द    और   र    स द      

               

 Responses are currently less detailed than paid versions of Gemini or ChatGPT, but 

improvements will come with larger training. 

        Gemini    ChatGPT                            ,                                 

 Another model trained on the common cluster by BharatGen (IIT Bombay) is a multilingual 
17-billion-parameter LLM for sectors like education and healthcare. 

            BharatGen (IIT Bombay)             ए  17-     न   र    र        LLM 

            ,         और                ए     

 Another firm Gnani.ai launched a small text-to-speech model. 

ए           Gnani.ai            -  -                   

 

GS Paper III: Environment,  

TOPICS COVERED   26 February 2026 

26F What are carbon capture and utilisation technologies? 

    न     र और       (CCU)                  ? 

26F PMO meets on CAFE-3 norms 

       न  CAFE-3   न     र         

26F Sea ice melt pushes penguins into small patches: researchers 

 स      फ         न  स       न                स   र     :         
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26F. What are carbon capture and utilisation technologies? 

    न     र और       (CCU)                  ? 

Carbon Capture and Utilisation (CCU) 

    न     र               न (CCU) 

 Carbon Capture and Utilisation (CCU) refers to technologies that capture carbon dioxide 
(CO2) from industrial sources or air and convert it into useful products. 

            ए               (CCU)                                न    ऑ     (CO2)    

औ                                      द                

 This process removes carbon from the atmosphere and puts it into the economy as inputs 
for fuels, chemicals, building materials, or polymers. 

                  स      न     र                   न, रस  न,  न     स             र    

                     

 Unlike Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS), where CO2 is stored underground, CCU 
reuses captured carbon. 

Carbon Capture and Storage (CCS)       ,      CO2                                    , 

CCU             न      न         र       

Why does India need CCU? 

  र     CCU    आ            ? 

 India is the third-largest CO2 emitter, mainly from power, cement, steel and chemicals. 

       सर  स स      CO2         ,           , स    ,     और रस  न           

 Many industrial processes are carbon-intensive and hard-to-decarbonise despite 

renewable energy growth. 

                           औ           ए      न-  न और       न     रन     न     

 CCU helps reduce emissions from ―hard-to-abate‖ sectors while creating new industrial 
value chains. 

CCU ―  -न-  न            ‖                  औ  न  औ                                  

    

 It supports India‘s net-zero target 2070 and transition to a circular low-carbon economy. 

           न  -  र     2070 औ    र    न -    न                                 
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Where does India stand today? 

  र       न               ? 

 India supports CCU via Department of Science and Technology research funding and 

roadmap. 

         न                                औ                    CCU                   

 The draft 2030 CCUS roadmap by the Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas identified 

CCUS projects. 

                        स           2030 CCUS      र         CCUS         ए           

     

 Ambuja Cements (Adani Group) with IIT Bombay is piloting CCU to convert CO2 into fuels 
and materials. 

       स     (   न  स   ) IIT             CO2       न और स                 CCU       

            

 JK Cement is testing CCU for lightweight concrete blocks and olefins. 

JK स     CCU                  और     फन      ए                  

 Organic Recycling Systems Limited (ORSL) runs India‘s first Bio-CCU platform, 
converting CO2 from biogas into bio-alcohols and specialty chemicals. 

ऑ   न  र स        स           (ORSL)                  -CCU    फ              ,    

        CO2        -      और       रस  न                

What are other countries doing? 

   द       र र     ? 

 The EU Bioeconomy Strategy and Circular Economy Action Plan supports CCU to 
convert CO2 into chemicals, fuels and materials. 

EU        न    र न    और स    र    न      न   न CO2    रस  न,    न और स        

           ए CCU                   

 ArcelorMittal, Mitsubishi Heavy Industries and D-CRBN are converting captured CO2 into 
carbon monoxide for steel and chemical production. 

आस  र    ,                       और D-CRBN CO2        न   न ऑ                  , 

       और रस  न    दन               

 The U.S. uses tax credits and funding to scale CCU for CO2-based fuels and chemicals. 

    र   CO2             औ               ए CCU             र      न और              

 The UAE Al Reyadah project integrates CCU with green hydrogen. 

UAE        र  द         CCU      न        न              

What are the risks ahead? 

आ              ? 

 The biggest risk is high cost, as capturing and converting CO2 is energy-intensive and 
expensive. 

                         ,       CO2       औ            -  न और           

 Without policy incentives, CCU products may not compete with cheaper fossil-based 
alternatives. 

न           न         CCU      स                                     ए     

 Another risk is infrastructure readiness, requiring industrial clusters, CO2 transport and 
integration. 

                   र   ,       औ        र, CO2   र  न और     र           

 Lack of standards, certification and market signals creates uncertainty and limits 

investment. 

  न ,     न और     र स                                    औ                       

 India has taken positive steps through roadmaps, and proper implementation is crucial for 
achieving its climate goals. 
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        र                                ए   , औ                                  

          ए          

 

26F. PMO meets on CAFE-3 norms 

       न  CAFE-3   न     र         

 The Prime Minister‘s Office (PMO) held a meeting on 
Wednesday to review the proposed carbon emission norms 
for passenger vehicles slated to take effect from 2027, 

though no final decision was reached. 

    न             (PMO)                      न          

           न     न   न                  ए ए         ,    

2027                     ,                                        

 A senior government official who was part of the high-
level meeting said that there was ―no final decision yet‖, on 
the contentious issue of draft Corporate Average Fuel 
Efficiency (CAFE)-3 norms which have divided small and big 

carmakers. 

                         ए                                

  र  र     र         फ    स  (CAFE)-3   न                  

                ,            औ                                

          ,     ―           न    न   ‖        

 Officials of the Ministry of Power, Bureau of Energy 
Efficiency, and Ministry of Heavy Industries were part of the 
meeting. 

   द           ,      द      र , औ    र                 

                         

 Speaking to reporters on the sidelines of a FICCI 
event, Minister for Heavy Industries H.D. Kumaraswamy said 

about the proposal, ―We already had a meeting with 
stakeholders and the Power Ministry. The Power Ministry, 
according to my information, sent the proposal to the PMO.‖ 

 FICCI    ए                                          ए,   र  

            .  .     र                           , ―           

          औ                                                      

         ,                             ए                  ‖ 

 On the contents of the proposal, he said, ―whatever 
best way we have to encourage for electric mobility, we are 
going to take.‖ 

                            , ―                            

          ए                          ,            ए    ‖ 

 Revised draft 

 स        स द  

 The Bureau of Energy Efficiency recently circulated a revised draft of the CAFE III norms 
to the industry after the earlier version released in September last year triggered divisions 

among automakers with larger vehicle manufacturers opposing certain relaxations extended 
to small car makers. 

      द      र               CAFE III   न       ए                            ,              

 स   र                                                             ए   ,                        

                                                          

 The latest proposal, shared with car manufacturers but not yet made public, has removed the 
3 g CO2/km waiver for cars weighing up to 909 kg and with engine capacity not exceeding 
1200 cc. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
2 

            ,                                                                       ,    909 

                    औ  1200 स स                                           ए 3     

CO2/                         

 It has also made the emission slope flatter. 

          न           स                 

 Against the initial 0.002 value for all five years, the new proposal is 0.00153 in year one, 
followed by an annual reduction so as to reach 0.00128 in the fifth year. 

                   ए         0.002   न           ,                      0.00153   ,           

                 ए               0.00128               

 This means permissible emissions for heavier vehicles are lower than before, while small 
cars get some relief. 

                  र     न        ए                             ,             र               

        

 Addressing the third FICCI National Conference on Electric Vehicles, Mr. Kumaraswamy 
said, ―electric mobility today is not merely a climate initiative, it is an industrial strategy, a 
manufacturing opportunity, supply-chain recalibration and a technological leap.‖ 

       FICCI र                 न स   न                  ए,                    , ―   

                      ए                    ,        ए  औ      र न   , ए     न     

  सर, आ     -            नस    न औ  ए    न             ‖ 

 Citing the progress of the ₹10,900 crore PM EDRIVE scheme, he said as of February, over 
28 lakh EVs have been sold under the scheme. 

 ₹10,900  र            -         न                       

 ए                                        28     स       

           न                  

 

26F. Sea ice melt pushes penguins into small 
patches: researchers 

 स      फ         न  स       न                स   र   

  :         

 Emperor penguins shed all their feathers once a year, 
a precarious ritual that may have become deadly as climate 
change pushes them into shrinking patches of Antarctic sea 
ice, researchers said on Wednesday. 

 ए                  ए                           ,    ए  

                               र   न                   

स      फ                                              , 

                            

 The flightless birds moult during summer, relying on 
stored fat to survive for several weeks until their waterproof 
coat grows back so they can swim and hunt in icy waters 

again. 

                                        औ                   

          ए                           ,                 र    

आ र               ए                                  औ  

              

 Researchers from the British Antarctic Survey, 
analysing seven years of satellite images, accidentally 
discovered several moulting colonies along the extremely 
remote coastline of an area known as Marie Byrd Land. 

                 स                                     
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                       ए   र                                                          

               

 As sea ice melted, the penguins were forced onto smaller spaces in increasingly large and 
tightly packed groups, the U.K. polar research organisation said in a statement. 

     -                    ,                                    औ                          ,   .  . 

       न स   न स   न    ए               

 In 2025, only 25 small groups of penguins were visible in the satellite images, it said. 

                    2025                                    25      स            ए  

 Prior to 2022, more than 100 groups had been spotted in the same region. 

 2022        ,            100 स       स          ए     

 ―While we don‘t know for sure what happened to those penguins, we know they can find new 
suitable breeding sites after ice loss, so it‘s possible they have established new moulting sites 
elsewhere,‖ said Peter Fretwell, lead author and mapping expert at the British Antarctic 
Survey. 

                 स                  औ                    र              , ―            

                                                ,                                              

 ए                          ,     ए                        औ   ए                 ए 

    ‖ 

 ―But also it‘s possible that huge numbers of penguins perished after entering the Southern 
Ocean before they had replaced their waterproof feathers,‖ Mr. Fretwell said. 

 ―                                                     द        स  र                         

                     ए    ,‖                   

 ―If this has happened, the situation for emperors as a species is even worse than we thought.‖ 

 ―             ,    ए                 ए                                                  ‖ 

 The researchers said that if emperor penguins are forced into the ocean before their 
feathers are replaced, they face exhaustion, hypothermia and increased risk from 
predators. 

                         ए                                                   ,              

   न,             औ       र            ए                             

 Emperor penguin populations have shrunk by almost a quarter as global warming 
transforms their icy habitat, the British Antarctic Survey said in research published last 

year. 

                                                   ए                             -

                 ,                     स                                     
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26F. When home becomes hostile: women of the Northeast write their stories 

    र                    :      र              न      न             

 Manipur. Nagaland. Assam — many States in the region have never really known peace. 

     र  न         स  —              र                                ए  

 In the ebbs and flows of violence, thanks to insurgencies, encounters with security 
forces and ethnic strife, it‘s the women who have borne the brunt, living in the shadow of 
conflict 

   स        र-       ,     द, स र           स            औ        स            ,            

        स स         र         , स                           ए 

 ‗No hierarchy of horror‘ 

‗               न   ‘ 

 Hauzel recounts the night her family fled Imphal, carrying memories, fear, and loss. 

                                               फ          ,     ,    औ                 

 At least 250 people died and over 60,000 were displaced in the violence. 

                  250                  औ  60,000 स                    ए  

 Growing up in the 1980s, violence was part of routine life, and she learned to distinguish 

gunshots from crackers. 

1980    द         -                                                औ           औ           

                         

 In neighbouring Nagaland, schools accommodated students fleeing violence from Manipur. 

      न                                                                 
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 When ―fear became ordinary and survival instinctive,‖ resilience developed for a life under the 
shadow of conflict. 

   ―         औ                ‖       ,             स                                    

    

How did Manipur reach this point? 

     र  स           स       ? 

 Hauzel says that to understand Manipur, one must begin with its geography. 

                       र               ए              स र न                      

 The Imphal Valley covers only 10% of the State‘s land but houses most of the population, 
especially the dominant Meitei community. 

  फ                    10%                ,                    ,               स  द  , 

              

 The surrounding hill districts make up 90% of the terrain and are inhabited by at least 38 
Scheduled Tribes, mainly Naga and Kuki-Zomi/Mizo/Chin groups. 

                           90%               औ                38  न स      न        

       ,             न    और     -    /    /  न स              

 Hill communities argue that the valley has cornered most funds, creating a developmental 
disparity. 

                                                               ,           स     स  न   

        

Home fires 

 र    आ  

 Women often confront gendered violence, patriarchal mindsets and upheavals. 

     ए               स ,               औ     -                       

 Without support or a home, the family decided on marriage as the ―obvious solution.‖ 

                    ,                    ―         ‖       

 It was a ―mad plunge into the unknown,‖ and her survival relied on instinct and will. 

   ―                  ‖    औ                               और       र न            

           

 During her high school years in the mid-1950s, she witnessed violence from the Naga 
freedom movement. 

1950    द                                         न           आ द  न                

 Encounters between insurgents and security forces made Nagaland hills dangerous and 

inaccessible. 

          औ                             न                             औ                  

 This reflects the everyday reality of many women in the Northeast, bearing the burden of 
conflict and uncertainty. 

        र                                             ,    स     और   न             

          

 


